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Canada’s Dental Hygienists Elect New President 
 

September 26, 2025 (Ottawa, ON) — The Canadian Dental Hygienists 

Association (CDHA) is pleased to announce the installation of its new 

president, Donna Lee, at its annual general meeting on Saturday, 

September 27, 2025. Donna is from British Columbia and joins 

president-elect Wendy Wells (Nova Scotia), immediate past president 

Alexandra Sheppard (Alberta), and directors Paulette Dahlseide 

(Alberta), Tara Tait (Saskatchewan), Kaleigh Warden (Manitoba), Bev 

Woods (Ontario), Tayyaba Fiaz (Quebec), Nicole Mainville (New 

Brunswick), Heather Cassidy (Prince Edward Island), Lori Martin 

(Newfoundland and Labrador), and Rebecca Pollock (North) on CDHA’s 

board of directors for 2025‒2026.  

Donna holds a Diploma in Dental Hygiene from Vancouver Community College, a Bachelor of 

Dental Science, and a Master of Public Health and Dental Public Health Specialty from the 

University of British Columbia (UBC), with a focus in Indigenous health and oral health. She is also 

certified in change leadership, Prosci change management, and project management. Donna’s 

career in dental hygiene spans more than three decades; she has worked in clinical periodontal 

specialty and community practice in British Columbia and the Yukon, as an educator and 

researcher at UBC’s faculties of dentistry and medicine, and as a dental public health practitioner 

and public health manager in Nunavut and Vancouver’s most socially complex and impoverished 

neighbourhoods. She currently maintains a part-time clinical practice in Vancouver and was 

recently appointed adjunct assistant professor in the Faculty of Dentistry at UBC.    

As president of CDHA, Donna looks forward to working with government and policy makers to 

advocate for dental hygienists. Donna aspires to advance the scope of dental hygiene practice in all 

provinces and territories across Canada, ensuring oral health care is equitable and accessible in a 

safe and welcoming space for all. She adds, “Standardizing the scope of dental hygiene practice is 

essential for increasing access to oral care especially in rural and remote communities.” Donna 

hopes to continue strengthening public recognition of dental hygienists as primary care experts, 



and to empower the profession by encouraging collaboration and sharing best practices through 

enhanced communication with other health care professionals to help improve oral health 

outcomes. “Let’s continue to raise awareness of the importance of the connection between oral 

health and total health.”   

About the Canadian Dental Hygienists Association (CDHA):  

CDHA is the national voice of nearly 34,000 dental hygienists in Canada. CDHA directly represents 

over 23,000 individual members across the country, advocating for the advancement and 

promotion of the dental hygiene profession while maintaining a commitment to the public's oral 

health. Dental hygiene is the sixth largest regulated health profession in Canada, with professionals 

working in a variety of settings, including independent dental hygiene practice, with people of all 

ages, addressing issues related to oral health. For more information on oral health, visit 

dentalhygienecanada.ca. For more information on the work of CDHA, visit cdha.ca.     
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