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examinations, and ongoing professional development, vary by province or territory. This document helps readers understand the dental hygiene profession in Canada.

The information collected is accurate from the time it was collected, May 2021.
For more information, contact info@cdha.ca.

© 2021 Canadian Dental Hygienists Association


mailto:info%40cdha.ca?subject=

Dental Hygiene Profession in Canada: Regulation

THE CANADIAN DENTAL

HYGIENISTS ASSOCIATION

L’ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE
DES HYGIENISTES DENTAIRES

Regulation and licensure of health care professionals falls to the provinces and territories in Canada. The laws and regulations define the entry to practice requirements and the scope of practice for dental hygienists in the specified jurisdiction. As a result, there
are variations in legal scopes of practice and autonomy across Canada. If you are looking for more specific information pertinent to a particular jurisdiction, please contact the regulatory body directly.

The scope of dental hygiene practice describes the roles, procedures, actions, and processes that a registered dental hygienist is educated, competent, and authorized to perform. Each province/territory enacts its own legislation determining the services dental
hygienists can provide and under what conditions. These services are directed towards attaining and maintaining optimal oral health for individuals and communities. In this context, the process of care model (ADPIE—Assess, Diagnose, Plan, Implement, and
Evaluate) underpins the decision making within dental hygiene care. Each phase in the process of care is essential for the delivery of safe and effective dental hygiene services.

For more information on the scope of practice in a particular province or territory, please contact the regulatory body in that jurisdiction.
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Dental Hygiene Profession in Canada: Dental Hygiene by the Numbers
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Number of Dental Hygienists as of 2019'

Total No. of Registered Dental
Hygienists

"Canadian Institute for Health Information. Canada’s Health Care Providers, 2015 to 2019 — Data Tables. Ottawa, ON: CIHI; 2021.
*No new data reported for 2019.

Number of Accredited Dental Hygiene Programs?

Public Institutions 5 1 1 1 12 6 1 27
Private Institutions 1 6 1 8
Total 35

2Commission on Dental Accreditation of Canada. Search for accredited programs. Available at https://www.cda-adc.ca/cdacweb/en/search _for accredited programs/. Cited May 2021.
Non-accredited dental hygiene programs in Canada: 3.

Dental Hygiene Programs in Canada

Credential Awarded

Diploma in dental hygiene
(includes advanced diplomas)

Baccalaureate degree specific to
dental hygiene

(including both entry-to-practice and
degree-completion pathways)

Master’s degree specific to dental
hygiene




